
CITY OF GRAFTON 

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

MEETING OF AUGUST 13, 2018 

 

The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Grafton, North Dakota was held in the 

Council Chambers, City Hall, Grafton, North Dakota at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, August 13, 2018.  

 

Mayor Chris West presided.  Members present: Dave Fellman, Don Hutson, Chris Lipsh, Phil 

Ray, Brian Sieben, Mary Stark, and Greg Young.  Member absent:  Shane Mohn.  Others 

present:  Nick Ziegelmann, Nick Hall, Tony Dumas, Kevin Sevigny, Scott Boura, Matthew 

Oppegard, Jon Markusen, Mike Steinfeldt, and Amy Venn. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Mayor West asked if any Council member wanted to remove any item from the Consent Agenda.  

As no one did, it was moved by Mr. Lipsh and seconded by Mr. Young to approve the Consent 

Agenda as follows: 

  

IV. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

4.1  Approval of Minutes: 

 

a) City Council regular meeting of July 9, 2018 and the special meeting of 

August 6, 2018. 

b) Ways and Means Committee regular meeting of August 6, 2018. 

c) Public Utilities Committee regular meeting of August 6, 2018. 

 

4.2   Reports of Officers: 

 

a) City Auditor-Treasurer 

b) Municipal Judge 

c) Chief of Police  

d) Building Official 

e) Parks and Recreation  

f)   Others, if any 

 

4.3 Game of Chance applications: 

 

a) #970 – Walsh County Gun Club 

b) #971 – Domestic Violence & Abuse Center, Inc. 

 

On roll call vote the following voted in favor thereof: Mr. Fellman, Mr. Hutson, Mr. Lipsh, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Sieben, Ms. Stark, and Mr. Young.  Those opposed: None.  Member absent:  Mr. 

Mohn. Mayor West declared the motion carried.   

 

BILLS, CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS 

 

It was moved by Mr. Fellman and seconded by Mr. Sieben that the General, Special, Capital 

Projects, Debt Service, and Enterprise Funds bills be approved for payment in accordance with 



the listing submitted; said listing to be a part of these minutes as if herein set out verbatim.   On 

roll call vote the following voted in favor thereof: Mr. Fellman, Mr. Hutson, Mr. Lipsh, Mr. Ray, 

Mr. Sieben, Ms. Stark, and Mr. Young.  Those opposed: None.  Member absent:  Mr. Mohn.  

Mayor West declared the motion carried.   

 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 

 

On recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee, it was moved by Mr. Lipsh and 

seconded by Mr. Hutson to approve an application for a special permit to sell alcoholic 

beverages at a special event submitted by Grafton Co. d/b/a Extra End for Grafton Park and 

Recreation bag toss tournament at the Corn Maze Festival on Saturday, September 15
th

 from 

1:00-7:00 p.m. as long as all paperwork is in order.  On roll call vote the following voted in favor 

thereof:  Mr. Fellman, Mr. Hutson, Mr. Lipsh, Mr. Ray, Mr. Sieben, Ms. Stark, and Mr. Young.  

Those opposed:  None.  Member absent:  Mr. Mohn.  Mayor West declared the motion carried. 

 

Mr. Fellman introduced Resolution No. 1744 entitled, “A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING 

DEPOSITORIES FOR CITY OF GRAFTON FUNDS PURSUANT TO SECTION 21-04-13, 

N.D.C.C. AND APPROVING SECURITIES PLEDGED BY DEPOSITORIES PURSUANT TO 

SECTION 21-04-11, N.D.C.C.” and moved its adoption.  Mr. Hutson seconded the motion.  On 

roll call vote the following voted in favor thereof:  Mr. Fellman, Mr. Hutson, Mr. Lipsh, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Sieben, Ms. Stark, and Mr. Young.  Those opposed:  None.  Member absent:  Mr. 

Mohn.  Mayor West declared Resolution No. 1744 duly adopted. 

 

On recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee, it was moved by Mr. Lipsh and 

seconded by Mr. Fellman to approve the sale of abandoned and obsolete vehicles, bicycles and 

equipment in accordance with the listing submitted.  The items will be sold by sealed bids 

Tuesday, August 28.  The minimum bids for the vehicles were set to recover cost of towing.  On 

roll call vote the following voted in favor thereof:  Mr. Fellman, Mr. Hutson, Mr. Lipsh, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Sieben, Ms. Stark, and Mr. Young.  Those opposed:  None.  Member absent:  Mr. 

Mohn.  Mayor West declared the motion carried. 

 

On recommendation of the Public Utilities Committee, it was moved by Mr. Sieben and 

seconded by Mr. Young to approve first reading of an ordinance entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 

OF THE CITY OF GRAFTON, PROVIDING THAT THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CITY 

OF GRAFTON, NORTH DAKOTA, BE AMENDED BY REVISING SECTION 23-126 AND 

23-127 AND ADDING SECTION 23-127.1; PROVIDING FOR TRUCK ROUTES.”  The 

ordinance prohibits trucks on streets not designated as truck route, except for deliveries and adds 

streets to the truck route.  On roll call vote the following voted in favor thereof:  Mr. Fellman, 

Mr. Hutson, Mr. Lipsh, Mr. Ray, Mr. Sieben, Ms. Stark, and Mr. Young.  Those opposed:  None.  

Member absent:  Mr. Mohn.  Mayor West declared the motion carried. 

 

On recommendation of the Public Utilities Committee, it was moved by Mr. Sieben and 

seconded by Mr. Ray to approve first reading of an ordinance entitled,  “AN ORDINANCE OF 

THE CITY OF GRAFTON, PROVIDING THAT THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CITY OF 

GRAFTON, NORTH DAKOTA BE AMENDED BY REVISING SECTION 23-71; 

PROVIDING FOR FEES FOR TRAFFIC AND MOTOR VEHICLE NONCRIMINAL 

DISPOSITION.”  The ordinance updates traffic fees.  On roll call vote the following voted in 

favor thereof:  Mr. Fellman, Mr. Hutson, Mr. Lipsh, Mr. Ray, Mr. Sieben, Ms. Stark, and Mr. 



Young.  Those opposed:  None.  Member absent:  Mr. Mohn.  Mayor West declared the motion 

carried. 

 

On recommendation of the Public Utilities Committee, it was moved by Mr. Young and 

seconded by Mr. Ray to approve the application for temporary street or public property closure 

for special events submitted by Alan Collette Farming to close 8
th

 Street from Manvel Avenue to 

Stephen Avenue September 5
th

 through October 1
st
 , as needed, from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. for 

potato harvest.  All members present voted in favor thereof; Mayor West declared the motion 

carried. 

 

Mayor West reported the potential petition for inside tieback levee drainage maintenance briefly 

discussed at the Public Utilities Committee meeting will be delayed until the City can complete 

its Operation & Maintenance Manual, so we know for sure what the City will be responsible for 

and what needs to be done.   

 

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES 

 

Mayor West reported a public hearing was held at the August 8, 2018 Economic Development 

Committee meeting to consider the Renaissance Zone application submitted by Michael 

Leighton for 43 East 8
th

 Street; no one appeared in opposition to the incentive.  The building is 

valued at $58,600 and the scope of the project to rehab the entire building easily exceeds 50% of 

the current structure value.   Mr. Leighton projected a 5-year property tax savings of $6,225 and 

a 5-year income tax savings of $21,000.  It was moved by Mr. Hutson and seconded by Mr. 

Lipsh to approve the Renaissance Zone application for both the property tax and income tax 

benefit submitted by Michael Leighton at 43 East 8
th

 Street.  On roll call vote the following 

voted in favor thereof:  Mr. Fellman, Mr. Hutson, Mr. Lipsh, Mr. Ray, Mr. Sieben, Ms. Stark, 

and Mr. Young.  Those opposed:  None.  Member absent:  Mr. Mohn.  Mayor West declared the 

motion carried. 
 

 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

Jon Markusen, Kadrmas, Lee & Jackson, Inc., provided a status report on the Flood Risk 

Reduction Project.  There is a lot of activity going on with topsoil being replaced on the levees 

on the south end of town and the first mile from Hwy 81 West and they are also placing topsoil 

on the bypass channel heading west, through the channel and over the levee.  They are stripping 

topsoil on the levee by the KXPO tower and at the bypass channel from the control structure all 

the way to the outlet side.   The inspection trench along the entire bypass channel has been 

completed and also on the middle section from the control structure up to 148
th

.  The contractor 

is continuing to dig in the bypass channel at 3 different locations.  They are also excavating 

interior and exterior ditches along the bypass channel and various locations as they are building 

the levees.  They have finished the pilings, placing rebar, and pouring the concrete for the 

substructures on the Highway 81 bridge and are now working on the decking.   The box culvert 

south of town on School Road has been installed.  They have begun driving the piling on the 

Drayton rail line and began driving the control structure last week.  Riprap has been placed under 

the Highway 81 bridge for erosion control.  Mr. Lipsh asked if the bypass would be in place by 

the spring thaw; Mr. Markusen said it would.  Mr. Lipsh asked if KLJ is monitoring the roads the 



contractor trucks are using for damages and that will involve mostly township roads.  Mr. 

Markusen said inspections will be done upon completion as we have a record of condition of the 

roads before work began.  Mr. Markusen said the contractor is using 3 water trucks steadily to 

keep up with the dust issues.  They are debating putting down calcium chloride to help control 

dust. 

 

Change Order #2 with the Gladen Construction contract for the Flood Risk Reduction Project is 

for staged construction versus shoofly construction on the Drayton rail line.  BNSF owns and 

operates this line and they own the Glasston and Walhalla line, but they do not operate them.  

Instead of building a temporary rail track around the structure and having the train use that while 

the work is done, they will be driving pilings between trains traveling through and then there will 

be a 60-hour shutdown for trains, at which time the balance of the project will be completed.  

Anything left will be finished between trains again.  Change Order #2 has a net increase of 

$110,380 reflecting several shoofly-related items being removed and several staged-construction 

items being added.  The decrease in construction cost due to the stage-construction versus the 

original shoofly construction will be reflected in the construction agreement with BNSF.  Mr. 

Markusen reported Change Order #2 includes a 60” culvert.  He explained there was one culvert 

they were going to bore under the railroad tracks by the Campbell substation, but due to the 

trains being stopped during the 60- hour shutdown, they will install it as an open cut.  That saved 

$60,000.  It was moved by Mr. Lipsh and seconded by Mr. Young to approve Change Order #2 

with a net increase of $110,380, as presented.  On roll call vote the following voted in favor 

thereof:  Mr. Fellman, Mr. Hutson, Mr. Lipsh, Mr. Ray, Mr. Sieben, Ms. Stark, and Mr. Young.  

Those opposed:  None.  Member absent:  Mr. Mohn.  Mayor West declared the motion carried. 

 

Building Official Scott Boura reported on the status of the Donovan Schuster warehouse that was 

significantly damaged during a windstorm in 2017.  A majority of the rafters have been replaced 

and some sheeting has been installed.  Mr. Schuster has yet to contact Mr. Boura and Mr. Boura 

attempted to contact Mr. Schuster but was unsuccessful.  It is expected progress may slow during 

harvest as he is using his farmhands to complete the warehouse work. 

 

Mayor West reported the Auditor issued an On and Off Sale Liquor and Beer License to 

Rendezvous Roadhouse, LLC d/b/a Rendezvous Roadhouse (formerly Marketplace on 8
th

) for 

August 1
st
 through December 31, 2018.  This application was approved at the June 11, 2018 City 

Council meeting as Marketplace on 8
th

 for the time approved through the State Liquor License.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

It was moved by Mr. Young and seconded by Mr. Ray to approve an application to close 4
th

 

Street from Wakeman Avenue to Stephen Avenue submitted by Valley Cruisers for Cruise Night 

on Thursday, August 30
th

 from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.  Mr. Fellman recused himself as he is a member 

of the Club.  All other members present voted in favor thereof; Mayor West declared the motion 

carried. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Kids and Cops will be held on Thursday, August 16
th

.  

 

SOAR Committee will be hosting Tour the Potential on Thursday, August 16
th

 from 4:30 – 5:30 

p.m. 



 

The ND League of Cities Conference in Grand Forks is September 13-15
th

.  Please register with 

Wanda by the 28
th

 of August. 

 

There will be no Ways and Means Committee and Public Utilities Committee meetings in 

September due to the Labor Day holiday. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

It was moved by Mr. Lipsh, seconded by Mr. Hutson, and carried to adjourn the meeting.   

 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

       ___________________________________ 

       Chris West, Mayor 

 

___________________________________ 

Connie A. Johnson, City Auditor 


