
CITY OF GRAFTON 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMITTEE 

MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 6, 2016 

 

The regular meeting of the Public Utilities Committee of the City of Grafton was held in the 

Council Chambers, City Hall, Grafton, North Dakota immediately following the 5:30 p.m. Ways 

and Means Committee meeting, Tuesday, September 6, 2016.  Monday was Labor Day. 

 

Chairperson West presided.  Members present:  Phil Ray, Brian Sieben, and Greg Young.  

Member absent:  Mary Stark.  Others present:  Dave Fellman, Don Hutson, Chris Lipsh, Shane 

Mohn, Nick Ziegelmann, Tony Dumas, Kevin Sevigny, Mike Steinfeldt, and Todd Kjelland.  

 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 

It was moved by Mr. Sieben and seconded by Mr. Ray to accept and order filed the Balance 

Sheets, Income and Expense Statements, and subsidiary reports for all Enterprise Funds for the 

months ending July, 2016.  All members present voted in favor thereof; Chairperson West 

declared the motion carried. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Police Chief Dumas reported police officer Brad Wingerter joined the Police Department last 

week.  Chief Dumas reported there was a suspected fetanyl overdose death in Grafton recently 

which the officers have been working on with the Bureau of Criminal Investigation and the 

Walsh County Sheriff’s Office.  The Chief wants the Department to invest in Narcan kits for the 

officers to carry.  Exposure to this specific drug, which is a synthetic opioid, is now in the area 

and is very dangerous; it could be deadly to touch.  The kits are relatively inexpensive 

(approximately $60) and he does have money in his budget to purchase the kits.  Narcan blocks 

the opiod receptors in the brain so your body is not affected by the narcotics.  Opiods kill you by 

stopping your ability to breathe and Narcan overrides that reaction.  Chief Dumas reported a 

student and parent educational lyceum will be held at the school on September 28
th

. 

 

Chief Dumas reported the body camera grant that was applied for through the Attorney General’s 

office was denied.  The Department is still waiting to hear about the vest grant, which should be 

released in October.  The vest grant is a 50/50 match grant which would allow them to re-outfit 

the entire Department with the newest ballistic vests. 

 

Kids and Kops has been rescheduled again for September 22
nd

 from 4:00-7:00 p.m. 

 

Mr. Sieben said the four-wheeler activity in town is getting out of hand and asked for some 

clarification on the ordinance.  Chief Dumas said the Department has been applying the 

snowmobile ordinance to the ATV use; that ordinance says snowmobiles can only use city streets 

except Highway 17 and 81, for the shortest route to exit and enter the city.  Chief Dumas asked 

how the Department should handle off highway vehicles in town; Mr. Sieben said if they see 

them doing something they shouldn’t then the police should stop it before someone gets hurt.  

Chief Dumas said of course they don’t do it in front of police.  The public should call in and 



report and give a description of what they observed.  It was agreed the ordinance should be 

reviewed at the next meeting. 

 

Administrator Ziegelmann said the Power Department Superintendent will provide a report at the 

Council meeting next week.  The Street Department is having problems with the Master Lift 

Station and the Superintendent is meeting with Kieley Electric now.  The new street sweeper is 

working well. 

 

Kevin Sevigny, Assistant Water Superintendent, reported there was a water break in front of 

Simplot on August 30
th

.  From the condition of the soil around it they feel it was leaking for 

quite some time.  It took them about 45 minutes to isolate it and then approximately 3 hours to 

repair it.  Most of the water in the industrial park had to be shut off during that time. 

 

The construction at the water plant seems to be going to plan.  The chlorine generation system is 

finished but they are waiting for the factory rep to come and commission it and then that will be 

up and running.  Under drains in filter number 3 should be in by the end of the week.  Next week 

the paint should be cured so they will put some water in to test it and then by the following week 

all three filters should be running.  They were instructed by the engineers to order the appliances, 

desks and chairs. 

 

The Water Department has also been working on their normal fall duties, which include 

trimming hydrants and checking street valves to make sure they are accessible during winter 

months.  Chairperson West asked if they foresee any problems with water in the standpipes with 

all the moisture we have had this year.  Mr. Sevigny stated that what they found is that 

sometimes the sand will work its way in around the valve box and that is why they inspect them 

because they can vacuum the sand out. 

 

Engineers are working on a change order for the backup boiler at the Water Plant.  Currently 

there are two gas boilers which serve as backup to the electric boiler; they may need to be 

replaced with one larger boiler to accomplish higher efficiency.  Mr. Sevigny is waiting for some 

price estimates. 

 

The water plant will be shutting down at Noon on Friday to conduct internal electrical testing 

with Kieley Electric.  Mr. Sevigny explained Kieley Electric has noticed there is difference in 

resistance between some of the new wires that were pulled into the plant, which generally tells 

you that the wires were cut; since they run in parallel they are supposed to be all the same length 

so they give the same amount of resistance.  Kieley Electric has stated that the wire with less 

resistance will burn out quicker so they want to fix it now rather than having it cause problems 

later. 

 

Mr. Young asked when the generator will be operational; Mr. Sevigny said it is in place and 

should be operating by the first of the year.  Mr. Sevigny reported there were problems with the 

previous electricians that were working on the job so now Kieley Electric has been hired to 

replace them to complete the project.  Mr. Sevigny said he is very pleased that Kieley Electric is 

involved with the project because having local knowledge is a great benefit to Grafton. 

 



Mr. Sieben asked about the status of appointing a new Water Superintendent since Ken 

Miskavige has retired.  Chairperson West said Mr. Sevigny has stepped in as Assistant 

Superintendent at this time and a long-term determination will be made later this year. 

The City Auditor reported the Cemetery Sub-Committee did not meet, however, she thanked the 

Street Department for fixing the road through the City Cemetery and removing some dead trees.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

It was moved by Mr. Young and seconded by Mr. Sieben to recommend the City Council 

approve the application from Darryl Collette Farm to close 8
th

 Street between the railroad tracks 

and Stephen Avenue approximately 10 days within the time period of September 5 – October 1 

to provide for safe unloading of potatoes.  Mr. Sieben asked if harvest is later than October 1
st
 

could the permit be extended to upon completion.  It was agreed the Committee will meet again 

October 3
rd

 so it can be discussed again at that time if necessary.  All members present voted in 

favor thereof; Chairperson West declared the motion carried. 

 

Administrator Ziegelmann reminded the Committee members of the Red River Valley Water 

Supply Project presentation by Steve Burian of AE2S at last month’s City Council meeting. Mr. 

Burian recommends that Grafton participate in the Project between 2 and 3 cfs.  Chairperson 

West said that he does not want to waste money but Grafton’ forefathers had the foresight to get 

us to where we are today and we need to have the foresight to make sure Grafton can continue 

with what we have today by participating in a project like this.  There was discussion regarding 

how many cfs are necessary; the more cfs purchased the greater the construction costs will be as 

well.  Mr. Sieben moved this matter be brought before the City Council at the next meeting.  Mr. 

Young seconded the motion.  All members present voted in favor thereof, Chairperson West 

declared the motion carried. 

 

Mike Erlandson recently reported that another semi hit the corner of his building located at 5
th

 

Street and Hill Avenue.  Mr. Ziegelmann told him he would talk with the ND Department of 

Transportation to see if there is anything they can do.  He said possibly the truck route could be 

revised so that southbound semi’s cannot make right turns on to 5
th

 Street. 

 

Administrator Ziegelmann reported he is still working with Greg Elde on the easement the City 

needs in the Westview property. 

 

Administrator Ziegelmann said Mr. Mohn had requested changing the street signage at the corner 

of 4
th

 Street and Prospect Avenue as there are concerns about children in the neighborhood and 

speeding vehicles.  Chief Dumas ran a report and there have only been two reportable accidents 

so at this time it is not warranted to change signage, however the intersection will be monitored. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

It was moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Mr. Ray and carried to adjourn the meeting. 

 

   * * * * * * * * * * 

 



 

    ______________________________ 

Chris West, Chairperson 

 

__________________________________ 

Connie A. Johnson, City Auditor 


