
CITY OF GRAFTON 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMITTEE 

MEETING OF OCTOBER 3, 2016 

 

The regular meeting of the Public Utilities Committee of the City of Grafton was held in the 

Council Chambers, City Hall, Grafton, North Dakota immediately following the 5:30 p.m. Ways 

and Means Committee meeting, Monday, October 3, 2016.   

 

Chairperson West presided.  Members present:  Phil Ray, Brian Sieben, Mary Stark, and Greg 

Young.  Others present:  Dave Fellman, Don Hutson, Chris Lipsh, Shane Mohn, Nick 

Ziegelmann, Tony Dumas, Kevin Sevigny, Mike Steinfeldt, and Todd Kjelland.  

 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 

It was moved by Mr. Sieben and seconded by Mr. Young to accept and order filed the Balance 

Sheets, Income and Expense Statements, and subsidiary reports for all Enterprise Funds for the 

months ending August, 2016.  All members present voted in favor thereof; Chairperson West 

declared the motion carried. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Police Chief Dumas reported Kids and Kops was held on September 22
nd

.  The event was well 

attended with over 300 kids and adults present.  A community forum to educate about the 

dangerous opioid drugs was held at the middle school on September 28
th

 and another for the 

student’s grade 7 – 12 on September 29
th

.   

 

Chief Dumas reviewed the current snowmobile/ATV ordinance which was provided to the 

Committee.  He said police officers have had a lot of trouble on the northeast section of town so 

he asked officers to sit there and stop ATV/snowmobile drivers to inform them that any vehicle 

that doesn’t have liability insurance would be impounded; that helped alleviate some of the 

problem.  It was noted that anyone under the age of 16 must wear a helmet.  Mr. Young 

suggested advertising the ordinance or somehow educating citizens about the ordinance.  Chief 

Dumas said they have difficulty in enforcing the ordinance because of drivers lying about their 

route and there is only a $20 fine.  Chairperson West said the ordinance may be adequately 

written, but we need to educate the public regarding the ordinance.  Chief Dumas will provide a 

copy of the ordinance to the snowmobile and ATV clubs. 

 

Nick Ziegelmann reported there was a power outage this afternoon by the Law Enforcement 

Center transformer which took out power to the east side. 

 

Chairperson West announced the North Dakota Department of Health Wastewater and Water 

Permit Inspection Report was available to members if they wanted to review it; the results of the 

inspection were all positive. 

 

Kevin Sevigny, Acting Water Superintendent, reported the Water Plant Phase III Project 

continues to be on schedule.  The number 3 filter went back on line a few days ago and they are 



already achieving very good turbidities.  They completed the first backwash yesterday and they 

had a few problems, but that was engineering problems, not mechanical, and that has already 

been addressed.  Mr. Sevigny said there was a small leak under filter number 3 which caused 

turbidity problems for a couple of days but that has also been fixed.  He reported the chlorine 

generation system went on line September 24
th

 and the demolition of the gas system is near 

completion.  The generation system produces a .8% solution of chlorine which is 8,000 mg per 

year or about 1 pound of chlorine to every 15 gallons of water.  Mr. Sevigny said he has 

calculated that if it works according to the book, the Water Department should spend about $0.60 

cents per pound producing chlorine rather than $1.21, which is what they were doing; and there 

was a lot more risk management with the former system.  The new system is running manually 

now and they are waiting for the automation to be completed.  Mr. Sevigny reported the 

generator is ready to go as soon as Butler sends their people here to perform a test run. 

 

The Water Department staff has finished checking and cleaning all the street valves for the 

winter.  They found that twice as many valves had sand and debris in them than usual but they 

were able to use the vac machine from the Power Department to complete the work more 

quickly.  The hydrants have been checked and those with water in them have been pumped.  A 

lot of them had water this year due to the high water table and they will check them again right 

before freeze up.  They are also starting with seasonal disconnects which is usually pretty steady 

between October 15
th

 and November 15
th

.  They are also cleaning up and flagging all of their 

hydrants in case of emergencies in the winter so they are easy to locate. 

 

Mr. Mohn said he read an article in the paper about chromium 6 in the water supplies.  Mr. 

Sevigny said they do test for chromium in the water, but there are no regulations right now.  He 

said he believes there may be something coming in the future now that it has been flagged.  He 

added they don’t have the capability at the plant to test for chromium 6 so they rely on the State.  

Once the State requires it to be done they will either send test kits or they will send someone here 

to complete the testing. 

 

Chairperson Young reported the Cemetery Sub-Committee will be meeting soon to review the 

cemetery caretaker contract which expired September of this year.  He said data entry of all the 

Cemetery records is close to being complete and AK Moe has been contacted to trim the shrubs 

around the City Cemetery sign. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

City Administrator Ziegelmann reviewed a handout provided by the Finance office regarding 

current and optional utility policies.  He said he would like to generate some discussion and hear 

feedback from the members about how utilities are collected, fees for services, deposits, 

uncollectible bills, and should any policies be changed.  Currently, the bad debt totals per year 

run between $5,000 and $7,000.  They also discussed the rates for disconnects and reconnects 

and the possibility of leaving base charges on for snowbirds and migrants.  Mr. Ziegelmann 

requested that the Council members review the information provided, talk with their constituents, 

and bring feedback next month. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 



 

It was moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Mr. Sieben and carried to adjourn the meeting. 

 

   * * * * * * * * * * 

 

 

    ______________________________ 

Chris West, Chairperson 

 

__________________________________ 

Connie A. Johnson, City Auditor 


