
CITY OF GRAFTON 

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE 

MEETING OF MAY 4, 2015 

 

The regular meeting of the Ways and Means Committee of the City of Grafton was held in the 
Council Chambers, City Hall, Grafton, North Dakota at 5:30 p.m. Monday, May 4, 2015. 
 
Chairperson West presided.  Members present:  Dave Fellman, Don Hutson, Mary Stark, and 
Greg Young.  Others present:  Chris Lipsh, Len Wysocki, Shane Mohn, Brian Sieben, Nick 
Ziegelmann, Rock Desautel, Tony Dumas, Ken Miskavige, Russ Geddes, Ed Sevigny, Todd 
Morgan, Ken Popiel, Ryan Johnston and Todd Kjelland. 
 

ABATEMENTS 

 

An application for Abatement and Settlement of Taxes was submitted by Delores Fugere 
(Zejdlik), 408 West 10th Street.  Ms. Fugere has requested the 2014 property assessment be 
lowered to reflect the property being destroyed by a fire in late July, 2014.  The City Assessor 
reported the Century Code states that when a structure is damaged or destroyed by a fire that a 
refund must be granted only for the part of the year remaining after the property was damaged or 
destroyed.  The original structure value for 2014 was $37,800 and the recommended structure 
value after the abatement is $22,000 which reflects a reduction for 5 months following the fire.  
The land value remains unchanged.  The estimated tax savings to Ms. Fugere is $309.95.  On 
recommendation of Assessor Sevigny, it was moved by Mr. Fellman and seconded by Mr. 
Young to recommend the City Council adjust the true and full value of Parcel 10741 to land 
value $5,200, structure value at $22,000 for a total true and full value of $27,200 for 2014.  All 
members were present and voted in favor thereof: Chairperson West declared the motion carried. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

A list of abandoned vehicles and obsolete equipment prepared by the Department Heads was 
provided for the Committee’s review.   Several of the vehicles were abandoned by private parties 
and City-owned vehicles and equipment listed are no longer used; in accordance with Grafton 
ordinance abandoned and obsolete vehicles and equipment may be offered for public auction, 
which is scheduled for Tuesday, May 19, 2015.  Chairperson West requested that the 1940 
tractor be removed from the list of items at this time.  After review, it was moved by Mr. 
Fellman and seconded by Mr. Young that it be recommended to the City Council to approve the 
sale of abandoned vehicles and obsolete equipment as listed, excluding the 1940 tractor.  All 
members were present and voted in favor thereof; Chairperson West declared the motion carried. 

 

Request for bids to recoat the Armory barrel roof were received from:  Greenberg Tecta America 
$27,420, CL Linfoot $19,552, and The Insulation Place $18,770.  Mr. Ziegelmann explained it 
has been 10 years since the barrel roof received a protective coating.  The project cost is payable 
from the Building Fund and the City was approved for an $8,000 grant from the ND Army 
National Guard for the project.  Mr. Ziegelmann explained this is phase one of repairs needed at 
the Armory; the mechanical system and the flat roof will also need to be replaced in the near 
future.  It was moved by Mr. Fellman and seconded by Mr. Hutson to recommend the City 
Council accept the best bid from The Insulation Place for $18,770 to recoat the Armory barrel 
roof.   All members were present and voted in favor thereof; Chairperson West declared the 
motion carried. 
 



It was moved by Mr. Hutson and seconded by Mr. Young to approve the request from the Fire 
Department to use capital outlay funds in the amount of $5,000 designated for floor finish at Fire 
Station 101 for miscellaneous building repairs at Fire Station 102; repairs include paint 4 
overhead doors $1,500, replace 6 outside light fixtures $1,500, and replace rain gutters $2,500.  
They will also use $500 from the Fire Department building repair line item to cover the 
expenses.  All members were present and voted in favor thereof; Chairperson West declared the 
motion carried. 
 
The Committee was reminded the City Council meeting will begin at 5:30 p.m. on May 11th. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

It was moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Ms. Stark and carried to adjourn the meeting. 
 

      * * * * * * * * * *  
 
  ________________________________ 
  Chris West, Chairperson 
 

___________________________________ 
Connie A. Johnson, City Auditor-Treasurer 


