
CITY OF GRAFTON 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMITTEE 

MEETING OF MAY 2, 2016 

 

The regular meeting of the Public Utilities Committee of the City of Grafton was held in the 
Council Chambers, City Hall, Grafton, North Dakota immediately following the 5:30 p.m. Ways 
and Means Committee meeting, Monday, May 2, 2016.   
 
Chairperson West presided.  Members present: Chris Lipsh, Shane Mohn, Brian Sieben, and Len 
Wysocki.  Others present:  Dave Fellman, Don Hutson, Mary Stark, Nick Ziegelmann, Tony 
Dumas, Ken Miskavige, Rock Desautel, Russ Geddes, and Todd Kjelland.  
 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 

It was moved by Mr. Lipsh and seconded by Mr. Mohn to accept and order filed the Balance 
Sheets, Income and Expense Statements, and subsidiary reports for all Enterprise Funds for the 
month ending March, 2016.   Mr. Ziegelmann reported there were three payrolls last month so 
the salaries are up and the bad debts that were approved last month are now in the financials so 
they are elevated as well.  There were about 3 million more gallons of water sold this last year 
possibly due to the mild spring.  All members present voted in favor thereof; Chairperson West 
declared the motion carried. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Police Chief Dumas received notice of three potential grants they will be applying for to 
purchase more cameras and technology.  The 2006 Impala is at North Valley Career and 
Technology Center being decommissioned by the students.  Officer Kurtz, School Resource 
Officer, will be going to Dickinson next week for training for the National Association of School 
Resource Officers.  The Department has been working on serving notices of abandoned/junk 
vehicles. 
 
Mr. Lipsh asked what is being done with the house that burned at 514 Western Avenue.  Chief 
Dumas said it has been determined there was no criminal intent in the cause of the fire.  City 
Administrator Ziegelmann reported the Building Official has been in consultation with the City 
Attorney and the owner and the house will be torn down with the garage will be left. 
 
Power Department Superintendent Russ Geddes reported staff has been working on repairing 
street lighting.  They may be running power through the old Alchem lot as someone has 
requested power for truck storage.  Mr. Geddes said the Department will start working on 
replacing underground power to Hill Avenue. 
 
Mr. Geddes presented quotes to purchase 3-phase primary underground wire from Dakota 
Supply Group Inc. at $2.395/ft, Border States at $2.480/ft., and Resco at $2.6220/ft.  Dakota 
Supply Group is the only company that has the wire in stock and it is the lowest quote.  It was 
moved by Mr. Lipsh and seconded by Mr. Wysocki to recommend the City Council approve the 
purchase of 3-phase primary underground wire from Dakota Supply Group Inc. for $2.395/ft.  



All members were present and voted in favor thereof; Chairperson West declared the motion 
carried. 
 
Street/Wastewater Department Superintendent Rock Desautel reported the ND Department of 
Transportation was here to discuss the preventative maintenance project for Highway 81 North 
scheduled for 2017.  The main concern is the center line from Highway 17 to 7th Street; they can 
grind it down but not 100% because they don’t want to lose the slope.  Mr. Desautel took them 
on a walk to show them a couple other areas he is concerned about.  The City will have a 10% 
share in the cost of the preventative maintenance project.  There will be ADA panels added along 
the stretch as well as some on Hwy 17 East. 
 
A new street sweeper from Swartz out of Fargo was demonstrated this month; cost new is about 
$230,000.  Mr. Ziegelmann reported the GEO Vac broke down again after 36 hours; Mr. 
Loftsgard has it running again.   Superintendent DeSautel and Mr. Loftsgard are developing 
specs for a new street sweeper; they hope to have bids for consideration at the next Committee 
meeting.  
 
Berm trees were delivered last Friday and they will be planted in about 2 weeks.   
 
The pontoons for the aeration cell have been delivered.  One will be installed next week and the 
other one will have to wait to be installed until new underground electric service is installed. 
 
Mr. Desautel said progress is being made on the Lessard Lift Station project; the contractor 
needs power to the lift station now before they can proceed. 
 
Mr. Ziegelmann said he has KLJ looking at the paving, curb, and gutter specs for the south end 
of Lessard Avenue to make sure they are current.   He plans to talk with a contractor working in 
the area to accomplish the project this year. 
 
Mr. Ziegelmann reported Mr. Hutson received a letter from a constituent on East 10th Street and 
Manvel Avenue who has had some sewer backup problems.  Notices will be sent to the property 
owners in the area advising them that grease should not be dumped down the line as it is causing 
problems. 
 
Mr. Desautel reported spring clean up started today.  The Department will work until 6:00 p.m. 
every day until finished. 
 
Mr. Lipsh requested that the next time a lift station goes down that some photos be taken of the 
debris that is found in the pump.  He said Fargo published a picture of the debris when it 
happened there and it really caught people’s attention. 
 
The Bridge inventory annual report was provided to the Committee. 
 
Water Superintendent Ken Miskavige reported Senior Clean Up day was rescheduled to May 
11th due to the wet conditions.  Arbor Day will be held at the same time and AK Moe from 



Grafton Floral will give a presentation.  Two trees will be planted at Leistikow Park in memory 
of Lyle Niemann, one from the City and one from his youngest daughter’s classmates. 
 
A progress report was provided to the Council members for the Water Plant project.  The project 
is progressing nicely.  Mr. Miskavige said a tour will be given following the Council meeting 
next week. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 
It was moved by Mr. Wysocki, seconded by Mr. Sieben and carried to adjourn the meeting. 
 

   * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 
    ______________________________ 

Chris West, Chairperson 
 
__________________________________ 
Connie A. Johnson, City Auditor 


