
CITY OF GRAFTON 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMITTEE 

MEETING OF MARCH 7, 2016 

 

The regular meeting of the Public Utilities Committee of the City of Grafton was held in the 
Council Chambers, City Hall, Grafton, North Dakota immediately following the 5:30 p.m. Ways 
and Means Committee meeting, Monday, March 7, 2016.   
 
Vice-Chairperson Len Wysocki presided. Chairperson West was out of town.  Members present: 
Chris Lipsh, Shane Mohn, and Brian Sieben.  Others present:  Greg Young, Dave Fellman, Don 
Hutson, Mary Stark, Nick Ziegelmann, Tony Dumas, Ken Miskavige, Russ Geddes, Jon 
Markusen, and Todd Kjelland.  
 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 

It was moved by Mr. Mohn and seconded by Mr. Sieben to accept and order filed the Balance 
Sheets, Income and Expense Statements, and subsidiary reports for all Enterprise Funds for the 
month ending January, 2016.  All members present voted in favor thereof; Vice-Chairperson 
Wysocki declared the motion carried. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Jon Markusen of Kadrmas, Lee & Jackson provided an update on the Flood Risk Reduction 
project.  He said the mitigation plan for wetlands has been developed and will be submitted to 
the Corps of Engineers.  All hydraulic models for the most part have been completed.  They have 
been working with the Water Board on the McLeod Drain.  With regard to the interior model 
which is the area inside the levees, they are looking at the drainage there as well as how to get 
the water out and back into the river.  They have received about 30% of the comment back from 
the railroad on the plan and they did have some concerns with how the bridge aligned to the 
channel.  They are finishing the title certificates along the remainder of the levee.  Preliminary 
plats have been developed along the channel up to about 148th Street.  The geotech field data 
work is complete for now and the report is being developed.  They are working on a design 
report and the updated estimate is scheduled to be completed yet this month.  KLJ will be in 
Bismarck this week to meet with the State Water Commission and the Water Coalition. 
 

Police Chief Dumas reported the new vehicle is in Hatton to be picked up on Thursday.  Stone’s 
Mobile Radio, Inc. will outfit the vehicle the last week in March. 
 
Chief Dumas said 4 of Grafton’s officers attended the funeral for Officer Moszer who was killed 
in the line of duty in Fargo.  Three went on their own time and Chief Dumas attended on work 
time.  Kieley Electric and the Grafton Police Department have joined efforts in a fundraiser for 
the Moszer family.  Kieley Electric purchased 550 blue light bulbs, which will be kept at the 
Walsh County Law Enforcement Center; they will be accepting free will donations for those 
bulbs.  Chief Dumas thanked everyone for the support shown to law enforcement during this sad 
situation. 
 



The Police Department hired Miguel (Mikey) Ochoa and his first day of work was February 11th.  
He has completed officer school and is currently receiving training with the Grafton Police 
Department. 
 
Mr. Lipsh asked how often Grafton police officers receive active shooter weapons training.  
Chief Dumas said officers must qualify annually and they also have other firearms training 
throughout the year including shooting around items, etc.  They do on-their-own training as 
much as they choose.   Sergeant Stephen Stark is the firearms instructor and he develops the 
courses.  The Department will also host firearms training for regional law enforcement officials 
in the near future. 
 
The 2010 police vehicle that was scheduled to be sold will instead be taken to North Valley Vo-
Tech Center Auto Repair Department where they will evaluate what repairs are needed to make 
the vehicle safe to operate.  They will prepare an estimate of costs to repair so a decision can be 
made if the vehicle should be rehabbed for use by the School Resource Officer.  The students 
would do the repairs free of charge if the City provides the parts. 
 
Power Superintendent Russ Geddes reported the Department has been working to replace the 
street lighting with LED lighting; they have another pallet of lights coming in a few weeks.  
Costs savings to operate LED lights is about half. 
 
City Administrator Ziegelmann reported the contract price per acre with Custom Airborne for 
aerial mosquito spraying remains the same as last year.  It was moved by Mr. Lipsh and 
seconded by Mr. Mohn to recommend the City Council approve the contract with Airborne 
Custom Spraying for $2.65 per acre and $200 ferry fee or an estimated cost of $5,632.50 for each 
chemical application in 2016.  All members present voted in favor thereof; Vice-Chairperson 
Wysocki declared the motion carried. 
 
The bids for the Lessard Lift Station permanent generator will be considered at the City Council 
meeting on March 14, 2016. 
 
Aeration Industries has submitted a bid for two lagoon pontoons for $24,950.  It was moved by 
Mr. Mohn and seconded by Mr. Sieben to recommend the City Council approve the purchase of 
two lagoon pontoons from Aeration Industries for $24,950.  These are the two more of the same 
pontoons installed last year; all four aerators will have pontoons now. All members present voted 
in favor thereof; Vice-Chairperson West declared the motion carried. 
 
The Street Department has some old 58” culvert they are not using; they will contact the County 
engineer to see if they can use it and what they would offer for it. 
 
Water Superintendent Ken Miskavige reported they have started reconnecting customers 
returning for the spring.  He has been working on the Consumer Confidence Report and it will be 
distributed to the public very soon.  AE2S provided a progress report for the Water Plant Phase 
III project; Mr. Miskavige said the project is going well. 
 
Mr. Wysocki thanked Mr. Miskavige for his years of service. 



 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

The draft ordinance removing the penalty section from the Snowmobile Chapter so the Code’s 
General Penalty can be used instead was presented for consideration; this amendment was at the 
request of the Park District.  Mr. Young proposes also requiring that a State issued or City issued 
license should have to be displayed on the snowmobile.  Mr. Wysocki said he has learned that 
when a person buys a new sled often times the purchaser does not go to the Motor Vehicle office 
to pay their sales tax and license on the snowmobile; therefore the sled is not licensed.  Mr. 
Wysocki said it really does not matter how much a fine is because it is almost impossible for an 
officer in a vehicle to catch a violator on a snowcat.  Police Chief Dumas said this ordinance 
would not really be dealing with the registration of a snowmobile because that falls under a 
different section of the law.  When questioned about how often someone is stopped for driving in 
the park, Chief Dumas said officers have tried stopping violators but it is very difficult when the 
sleds can cut across country.  It was moved by Mr. Lipsh and seconded by Mr. Mohn to 
recommend the City Council approve first reading of an ordinance entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
TO AMEND AND REENACT SECTION 23-113 OF ARTICLE VI, CHAPTER 23 OF THE 
CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF GRAFTON, NORTH DAKOTA RELATING TO 
OPERATION OF SNOWMOBILES/ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLES.”  On roll call vote the 
following voted in favor thereof:  Mr. Lipsh and Mr. Mohn.  Those opposed:  Mr. Sieben.  Vice-
Chairperson Wysocki declared the motion carried. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
It was moved by Mr. Sieben and seconded by Mr. Lipsh to recommend the City Council approve 
the petitions from Greg and Leanne Campbell and Roger and Morna Gorder to vacate a portion 
of dedicated McHugh Avenue south of 17th Street.  Mr. Ziegelmann explained Campbell’s are 
looking to square off their property with the roadway and their yard shed is actually located on 
the property already.  All members present voted in favor thereof: Vice-Chairperson Wysocki 
declared the motion carried. 
 
The Committee was provided a list of the annual donated utilities. 
 
Mr. Ziegelmann stated he hopes to have bids for the levee realignment by Western Avenue 
available for next month’s meeting. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 

 
It was moved by Mr. Lipsh, seconded by Mr. Sieben and carried to adjourn the meeting. 
 

   * * * * * * * * * * 
 
    ______________________________ 

Len Wysocki, Vice-Chairperson 
 
__________________________________ 



Connie A. Johnson, City Auditor 


