
CITY OF GRAFTON 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMITTEE 

MEETING OF JUNE 6, 2016 

 

The regular meeting of the Public Utilities Committee of the City of Grafton was held in the 
Council Chambers, City Hall, Grafton, North Dakota immediately following the 5:30 p.m. Ways 
and Means Committee meeting, Monday, June 6, 2016.   
 
Chairperson West presided.  Members present: Chris Lipsh, Shane Mohn, Brian Sieben, and Len 
Wysocki.  Others present:  Dave Fellman, Don Hutson, Greg Young, Nick Ziegelmann, Tony 
Dumas, Ken Miskavige, Rock Desautel, Gene Loftsgard, Ryan Johnston, and Todd Kjelland.  
 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 

It was moved by Mr. Sieben and seconded by Mr. Lipsh to accept and order filed the Balance 
Sheets, Income and Expense Statements, and subsidiary reports for all Enterprise Funds for the 
month ending April, 2016.   All members were present and voted in favor thereof; Chairperson 
West declared the motion carried. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Police Chief Dumas reported Officer Miguel Ochoa has resigned.  His replacement is Chris 
Harmon from the Highway Patrol; Officer Harmon started today. 
 
The Police Department has issued several junk and abandoned vehicle notices; Chief Dumas 
advised Council members if any constituents take issue with the notices refer them to the Police 
Chief.  The Department hopes to have abandoned and junk vehicles removed before Summerfest.  
Mr. Mohn asked if semi-tractor trailers can be parked on side streets and Chief Dumas said semis 
cannot be on streets except the truck route or if they are going to and from a commercial 
property. 
 
Mr. Wysocki asked if anything has been done regarding obtaining the speed monitors around the 
school previously discussed.  Administrator Ziegelmann reported the School was just notified 
that the Transportation Alternative Program grant submitted for the speed monitors and 
sidewalks at the School was approved and currently the School and City are communicating 
about which party will administer the grant; he is suggesting the City administer the grant in 
exchange for the School paying the entire local share.   
 
As Power Department Superintendent Russ Geddes was unable to attend the meeting, 
Administrator Ziegelmann reported the Power Department has been working on old underground 
electrical wire upgrades.  They are currently working on the Hill Avenue feeder which runs from 
City Hall to the north, around the Armory at the northwest corner, then back south through the 
alley, and behind the old implement dealer. 
 
Mr. Geddes asked Administrator Ziegelmann to report the State Electrical Inspector has 
inspected the temporary electrical panels used for Summerfest and found them to be 



noncompliant; consequently the City has spent approximately $12,000 to upgrade all the 
temporary electrical panels so they comply with the State Electrical Code.  Mr. Geddes is 
looking into adding these panels to the equipment rental fee schedule to recoup the expense from 
renting the equipment.  Temporary panels are used for Summerfest events as well as for new 
house hookups. 
 
Equipment Mechanic Loftsgard reported they have been getting the mowers ready for the season, 
removing the wing from the motor graders so the alleys can be bladed, and changing oil on 
various equipment. 
 
In accordance with duly published “Request for Bids”, Mr. Loftsgard reported three bids were 
received for a new sweeper:  Sanitation Products - Elgin Crosswind for $218,352 delivery is 60-
90 days on receipt of chassis, Swanston Equipment - Johnston RT 655 for $201,992 delivery is 
150-180 days ARO/delivery could be sooner depending on when order is received, Titan 
Machinery - Schwarze A7 Tornado for $212,777 delivery is 45-60 days.  Mr. Loftsgard reported 
all of the bids have deviations from the specs; there were also two bids for used sweepers.  The 
Elgin sweeper the City owns has had 20 documented repairs to the fluid coupler at a cost of over 
$29,000 in parts and the last time it was repaired, Loftsgard was told the City got the last coupler 
assembly that was available.  The Street Department employees have demoed the Schwarze and 
they will demo the Johnston this week.  Mr. Loftsgard said he was told by a vendor that if the 
City purchases the Johnston sweeper, the vendor would not be able to get parts for it as parts are 
only available from dealers.  Street/Wastewater Department Superintendent Desautel pointed out 
the availability of the machine is an important factor; if the City purchases the Johnston sweeper 
and doesn’t receive it until November or December, the warranty period will begin and the 
sweeper won’t be used until spring.  The Schwarze will be available to be used this fall for 
leaves and storm drains.  He said if the City has to use the old machine for storm drains and it 
breaks down, it could easily cost several thousand dollars to repair it.  It was moved by Mr. 
Lipsh and seconded by Mr. Mohn to recommend the City Council approve the bid from Titan 
Machinery for a Schwarze A7 Tornado for $212,777.  All members were present and voted in 
favor thereof; Chairperson West declared the motion carried.   
 
As the new sweeper was not a budgeted item, Administrator Ziegelmann proposed two options 
to finance the machine.  There is approximately $250,000 of paid in full debt service funds to 
pay for the purchase and payback from the Street Department equipment purchase budget over 4-
5 years, interest free; or there is a lease-to-purchase program at Choice Financial with 2.5% 
interest and a 48 or 60 month option.  It was the consensus of the Committee to use the in-house 
financing option. 
 
Street/Wastewater Department Superintendent Rock Desautel reported the Lessard lift station 
generator should be delivered next week.  The power is buried to the lift station.  Once the 
concrete pad is in place, the generator will be placed, then MDU will bury the natural gas line. 
 
Administrator Ziegelmann reported he is still working with Kadrmas, Lee and Jackson, Inc. to 
obtain bids for paving, curb, and gutter on the south end of Lessard Avenue. 
 



Water Superintendent Ken Miskavige reported the Water Plant project is proceeding well; they 
hope to have the filter back on line by the end of the month, and work on the offices and 
bathrooms is progressing well, also.  The Department has finished the interviewing process and 
has offered the job; the new employee will start June 20th.  
  
Mr. Miskavige reported the 10th Annual Clean Up Day went very well.  It was held in 
conjunction with Arbor Day at Leistikow Park.    He thanked Todd Kjelland from The Record 
for the nice article in the paper. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Chairperson West announced the Employee Assistance Program orientation will be held on 
Tuesday, June 7th at 4:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers. 
 
The Committee agreed to cancel the July 5th Committee meetings. 
 
Chairperson West reminded everyone to vote. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 
It was moved by Mr. Wysocki, seconded by Mr. Sieben and carried to adjourn the meeting. 
 

   * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 
    ______________________________ 

Chris West, Chairperson 
 
__________________________________ 
Connie A. Johnson, City Auditor 


