
CITY OF GRAFTON 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMITTEE 

MEETING OF JANUARY 5, 2015 

 

The regular meeting of the Public Utilities Committee of the City of Grafton was held in the 
Council Chambers, City Hall, Grafton, North Dakota immediately following the 5:30 p.m.  
Ways and Means Committee meeting, Monday, January 5, 2015.  
 
Chairperson West presided.  Members present: Chris Lipsh, Shane Mohn, Brian Sieben, and Len 
Wysocki.  Others present:  Greg Young, Dave Fellman, Don Hutson, Mary Stark, Nick 
Ziegelmann, Ken Miskavige, Tony Dumas, Russ Geddes, Rock Desautel, Gene Loftsgard, Todd 
Morgan, Scott Boura, Ryan Johnston, and Todd Kjelland.  
 
Chairperson West informed the Committee the Employee Appreciation Party will be held 
Saturday, January 31st at 12th Street Bowl.  
 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 

It was moved by Mr. Lipsh and seconded by Mr. Wysocki to accept and order filed the Balance 
Sheets, Income and Expense Statements, and subsidiary reports for all Enterprise Funds for the 
month ending November, 2014.  All members present voted in favor thereof; Chairperson West 
declared the motion carried. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Water Department Superintendent Ken Miskavige reported the Department has been dealing 
with freeze ups in homes.  Last Friday they got called to shut off the water at a home on the east 
side of town where the water was running out the basement window.  Mr. Miskavige reminded 
property owners to clear the water hydrants near their property so they are accessible in case of a 
fire.  The Water Department has been working with AE2S on the plans for the expansion and 
updates to the Water Treatment Plant; they hope to have bid letting the first part of March, 2015. 
 
Chairperson West reported the Water Department received a 2013 Water Fluoridation Quality 
Award from the ND Department of Health for maintaining a consistent level of optimally 
fluoridated water during 2013.  Mr. Miskavige said that is due to the work of the Water 
Department staff.  
 
Police Chief Tony Dumas reported Officer Hildebrandt is scheduled to go to the Police Academy 
on February 1st.  The Police Department will be hosting a 12 hour course on Media Relations and 
Law Enforcement.  The new police vehicle will be ready in February; it will be delivered to 
Grafton for an additional $150, which makes the vehicle purchase still under budget.  Chief 
Dumas reported the Department has solved several home and car burglaries on the south end.  
One male is in custody as a result of the investigation.  Chief Dumas commended his staff for 
their excellent work. 
 



Power Department Superintendent Russ Geddes reported that a few months ago the reclosures at 
the north substation were mechanically and electronically repaired and this month they were 
connected to the SCADA system.  The repair work to the motors in the Power Plant basement 
was completed in time for a test December 31st; all the generators in the Power Plant passed the 
test.  The December lease payment from Minnkota was $2,300 for 2 engines for 15 days and it is 
normally approximately $7,000 per month for all 4 engines.  Now that all four engines are 
operating again, the full lease payment will be received again.  Mr. Geddes said they are thinking 
about getting some type of monitoring system for the Power Plant that can be tied into the phone 
system. 
 
Equipment Mechanic Gene Loftsgard reported one of the truck boxes that is being enlarged 
should be back this week. 
 
Mr. Loftsgard reported the Water Department has $35,000 budgeted for a new pickup and the 
Department wants a ½ ton 4x4, extended cab, 8’ box pickup so they have room in the cab for a 
computer, personal protective equipment, etc. and a long box for their tools.  Chevrolet only 
makes a long box in a ¾ ton.  Mr. Loftsgard said he checked on the State bid which is through 
Hatton Ford which was $27,005 and Hatton Ford bid less than the State bid at $26,227.  It was 
moved by Mr. Lipsh and seconded by Mr. Sieben to recommend the City Council approve the 
bid from Hatton Ford for the Water Department ½ ton, extended cab, long box pickup for 
$26,227.  All members were present and voted in favor thereof:  Chairperson West declared the 
motion carried. 
 
Mr. Loftsgard reported the Electric Department has $35,000 budgeted for a new pickup and the 
Department wants a ½ ton 4x4, crew cab, 5’10” box pickup.  The crew cab will provide room for 
tools, computer, electronics, personal protective equipment, marking paint, etc.  Hanson’s Auto 
bid $30,290; the State bid is a Dodge for $27,600 and must be picked up in Bismarck.  It was 
moved by Mr. Sieben and seconded by Mr. Mohn to recommend the City Council approve the 
bid from Hanson’s Auto for $30,290.  All members were present and voted in favor thereof; 
Chairperson West declared the motion carried. 
 
Mr. Loftsgard reported there is a $35,000 budget to purchase new fuel pumps and a monitoring 
system.  He contacted Valley Petroleum from Grand Forks and O’Day in Fargo for bids.  O’Day 
sent two salesmen to visit the facility to find out what was needed.  Valley Petroleum did not 
inspect the facility in person but discussed the proposal over the phone; they said they have been 
here in the past and felt they knew the facility.  Mr. Loftsgard said Valley Petroleum bid $25,500 
and O’Day came in at $22,672.  Mr. Ziegelmann recommended accepting the O’Day bid of 
$22,672 with the $3,500 fuel master remote system as that will provide reports by department, 
accessible off site, for a total of $26,178.  It was moved by Mr. Lipsh and seconded by Mr. Mohn 
to recommend the City Council approve the bid from O’Day in the amount of $26,178.  All 
members were present and voted in favor thereof; Chairperson West declared the motion carried. 
 
Street/Wastewater Department Superintendent Rock Desautel reported that snow removal went 
well after the recent storm and the streets were open Saturday and snow removal work was 
finished Sunday.  The Department will be removing snow piles, etc.  Parked cars are a problem 



when cleaning streets after a snow storm and the Street Department will work with the Police 
Department to have them ticketed or removed. 
 
Mr. Desautel said he has contacted the North Dakota Health Department following receipt of 
notice that the City is in violation of the Inert Landfill Permit due to disposing waste into a 
wetland.  Mr. Desautel advised them that the pit in the landfill is not a natural wetland but was 
manmade in 1997 when the City took clay to build the dikes and it was not replaced.  The 
Department of Health is concerned disposing of waste near the standing water affects the ground 
water and they are considering requiring the City to dig out the waste and bury it elsewhere.  Mr. 
Desautel is hoping they will agree to allow the City to bury the waste.  The State Health 
Department will allow no more waste to be dumped at the Inert Landfill, but the City could still 
use the property as a burn site.  It was discussed that the citywide cleanup will be affected by the 
closure of the landfill, possibly arrangements can be made with Refuse Disposal Service.  Mr. 
Desautel said in order to have a landfill, the City would have to purchase additional land.  He 
believes there is enough clay to cover what must be closed at the landfill. 
 
Mr. Wysocki asked if the Street Department will be opening up the corners a little more 
following the snow removal; Mr. Desautel said they can check on them.  Chairperson West 
thanked the Department for doing an excellent job on the snow removal this past weekend. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

Mr. Ziegelmann reported that following last month’s meeting when the Committee discussed 
submitting an application for a TAP grant for overlay of the bikepaths along Noben Avenue and 
Hwy 17 in front of Hills, Kadrmas, Lee & Jackson submitted an estimate of $112,000 for 
construction and he estimated an additional $25,000 for engineering.  The local share of the 
project would be approximately $47,000.  This project would run from 5th Street south to Hwy 
17 and along Highway 17 from Eastview Drive to Russet Avenue.  It was moved by Mr. Sieben 
and seconded by Mr. Wysocki to recommend the City Council approve submitting a grant 
application for TAP funds for bikepaths along Noben Avenue and Highway 17 east.  All 
members were present and voted in favor thereof; Chairperson West declared the motion carried. 
 
Mr. Ziegelmann presented options for an application for safety funds such as there are about 70 
intersections that are not ADA compliant,  stop light countdown lights, although that would be 
relatively inexpensive and could probably be accomplished internally, and a traffic signal on the 
intersection of School Road and Hwy 17.   A traffic signal would require approval from the 
North Dakota Department of Transportation and compliance with the Manual of Uniform Traffic 
Safety Control Devices, which include warrants that must be met.  It was suggested not applying 
for anything at this point, but if the NDDOT is in the area once the middle school is open and 
running, the City could have them do a traffic count at that time. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 
It was moved by Mr. Wysocki and carried to adjourn the meeting. 
 

   * * * * * * * * * * 



 
 
    ______________________________ 

   Chris West, Chairperson 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Connie A. Johnson, City Auditor 


