
CITY OF GRAFTON 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMITTEE 

MEETING OF FEBRUARY 1, 2016 

 

The regular meeting of the Public Utilities Committee of the City of Grafton was held in the 

Council Chambers, City Hall, Grafton, North Dakota immediately following the 5:30 p.m. Ways 

and Means Committee meeting, Monday, February 1, 2016.   

 

Chairperson West presided.  Members present: Chris Lipsh, Shane Mohn, Brian Sieben and Len 

Wysocki.  Others present:  Greg Young, Dave Fellman, Mary Stark, Tony Dumas, Rock 

Desautel, Ken Miskavige, Russ Geddes, Ryan Johnston, and Todd Kjelland.  

 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 

It was moved by Mr. Lipsh and seconded by Mr. Sieben to accept and order filed the Balance 

Sheets, Income and Expense Statements, and subsidiary reports for all Enterprise Funds for the 

month ending December, 2015.  All members present voted in favor thereof; Chairperson West 

declared the motion carried. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Police Chief Dumas reported Officer Cory Mortensen resigned effective January 31, 2016.   

 

Chief Dumas said the City Council had at a previous meeting, approved scrapping out the 2010 

police vehicle but he has since been contacted by staff from the North Valley Vo-Tech Center 

inquiring whether the City would be interested in having them fix the vehicle so it could be used 

as the School Resource Officer vehicle.  North Valley Vo-Tech would use the project as a 

teaching tool; the City would pay for the parts but the labor would be done by the students.  

Chief Dumas said he is working with them on this and he will provide estimates for the parts 

required to fix it so a decision can be made.   

 

Sergeant Droske is a member of the National Guard and two years ago he was certified as a UAS 

Operator for the National Guard.  As a result, he has been requested by Vo-Tech personnel to 

provide instruction to the students.  They are writing grants for an unmanned aerial vehicle and 

Sergeant Droske will work with them on how to operate it. 

 

Chief Dumas presented his recommendation to authorize the Grafton Park District to grant 

alcohol permits for park property.  He has checked with other cities and found that Parks and 

Recreation issues alcohol permits for park property and the Police Department enforces them.  

Chief Dumas stated he would like to amend the City ordinance which requires permits to be 

purchased from the Police Department and instead relinquish control over the liquor permits to 

Parks and Recreation for their property.  However, he wants to retain the ability to revoke 

permits because if there are problems or complaints the Police Department needs to be able to 

revoke permits.  It was moved by Mr. Lipsh and seconded by Mr. Wysocki to recommend the 

City Council approve amending the alcoholic ordinance to give the Park District authority to 

issue liquor permits on Park property at their discretion, that enforcement and revocation of any 

liquor permit is under the control of the Grafton Police Department and that Section 3-17 of the 

ordinance will be removed as it pertains to cost of the liquor permit.  All members were present 

and voted in favor thereof; Chairperson West declared the motion carried. 

 

Power Superintendent Russ Geddes reported the transmission line that comes into town will be 

rebuilt by Minnkota and moved slightly.  In addition they will install a motorized switch which 



will help tremendously in reducing the length of an outage.  Project plans for the Power 

Department this spring are to concentrate on street lighting as there are several areas that have 

underground wire problems, they will also work on the underground primary cable with most 

concentration on the west side of town, and the Department will also install loops and circuits 

and will feed 3 phase power to the new Lessard Lift Station. 

 

Street Superintendent Rock Desautel reported they have had some lift station problems, but 

overall things have been going quite well.  The Department has been cleaning the street sweepers 

in preparation for spring work.  He anticipates warmer weather will cause some problems with 

storm sewers drains, but nothing has shown up yet. 

 

Mr. Wysocki reported he has heard comments that at 15
th

 Street and Western Avenue, especially 

on Sundays, there is only one lane of traffic as cars are parked on both sides of the street.  He 

questioned if they could possibly clean it out to widen the street.  Mr. Desautel said the 

Department could take care of that tomorrow. 

 

Water Superintendent Ken Miskavige reported there were a couple water service line leaks.  A 

service line broke on the east side of town; water was going into the duplex next door, about 

21,000 gallons went through that unit.  He said there was another break on the west side of town 

and 31,000 gallons had gone through that home. 

 

Mr. Miskavige reported the Water Plant project is progressing well.  An update was provided to 

the Committee members. 

 

The new pickup which was ordered a year ago has finally arrived. 

 

Mr. Lipsh questioned if the City is part of the Alum Lawsuit.  Mr. Miskavige said the last order 

the City received came from Thunder Bay, but he is watching the price fixing case. 

 

Chairperson West brought up the situation with Flint Michigan which has been in the news lately 

regarding lead in the water.  He said there are some older lead lines yet within the city and he 

questioned what tests the Water Department does to reassure customers that the water is safe.  

Mr. Miskavige explained the Department performs water samples and half of all samples must 

come from lead service lines and half from houses that were built after a certain date, because 

they have copper plumbing and the solder used at that time had lead in it.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

An application for special permit to sell alcoholic beverages at a special event at designated 

premises was received from Grafton Company for the Grafton Fire Department fundraiser to be 

held at the Centennial Center on April 9
th

 from 4:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m.  The City Auditor 

reported the application is in order except for permission from the Park Board to use the 

building.  Bill Dahl, Director of Parks and Recreation was present and reported the Fire 

Department has reserved use of the building through Parks & Recreation and the Park District 

has approved alcohol consumption in the building. Ms. Stark stated there were minors present 

last year and she questioned what steps would be taken to prohibit that this year.  Mr. Mohn 

explained the poster states that everyone must be at least 21 to attend and security will be told to 

card people.  Mr. Sieben moved to recommend the City Council approve the application 

submitted by Grafton Company as submitted, Mr. Wysocki seconded the motion.  Mr. Mohn 

stated he would abstain from voting as he is a member of the Fire Department.  All other 

members present voted in favor thereof; Chairperson West declared the motion carried. 

 



ADJOURNMENT 

 

It was moved by Mr. Wysocki, seconded by Mr. Sieben and carried to adjourn the meeting. 

 

   * * * * * * * * * * 

 

    ______________________________ 

Chris West, Chairperson 

 

__________________________________ 

Connie A. Johnson, City Auditor 


