
CITY OF GRAFTON 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMITTEE 

MEETING OF AUGUST 1, 2016 

 

The regular meeting of the Public Utilities Committee of the City of Grafton was held in the 

Council Chambers, City Hall, Grafton, North Dakota immediately following the 5:30 p.m. Ways 

and Means Committee meeting, Monday, August 1, 2016.  There was no meeting held in July. 

 

Chairperson West presided.  Members present:  Phil Ray, Brian Sieben, Mary Stark, and Greg 

Young.  Others present:  Dave Fellman, Don Hutson, Chris Lipsh, Nick Ziegelmann, Tony 

Dumas, Ken Miskavige, Gene Loftsgard, Ryan Johnston, and Todd Kjelland.  

 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 

It was moved by Ms. Stark and seconded by Mr. Young to accept and order filed the Balance 

Sheets, Income and Expense Statements, and subsidiary reports for all Enterprise Funds for the 

months ending May and June, 2016.   All members were present and voted in favor thereof; 

Chairperson West declared the motion carried. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Police Chief Dumas reported a weapons expert was here last week and hosted training for area 

law enforcement.  Officers have also been holding active shooter drills at the former middle 

school with Grand Forks, Pembina and Walsh County law enforcement. 

 

Chief Dumas reported the Police Department still has one officer position vacant.  Chief Dumas 

explained it is difficult to keep the vacant School Resource Officer position filled because, he 

feels after attending the academy an officer expects to enforce laws and rules but as a school 

resource officer you serve more as a teacher or advocate for the students; he believes it takes a 

special mindset to be satisfied with the position.  He said the plan this year is rather than have a 

SRO to have the police officers make occasional stops at the schools, maintain contact with the 

teachers and staff, and to conduct more education with the students.  

 

Mr. Sieben questioned the progress on the planned speed indicators on 15
th

 Street; Chief Dumas 

reported two of them were approved by the grant but that is a 2017 project.   

 

Administrator Ziegelmann said next week the City Council will review a proposal from Ditch 

Witch of North Dakota for a used 2015 FX30 Vacuum Excavation System.  The Power 

Department uses the vacuum excavation equipment to complete detailed boring for installing or 

replacing power lines.  Mr. Geddes requested an estimate to use for the 2017 budget and when he 

received the proposal, Ditch Witch said if the City purchases the used equipment this year, with 

$7,500 trade for the City’s vacuum machine, the net price for the 2015 Vacuum Excavation 

System would be $44,500. 

 



Letters will be sent to customers who have been charged off peak rates for their air conditioners 

as the off peak rate is only for those who have a backup generation or secondary source and was 

never intended to be for air conditioning loads. 

 

Maintenance Department staff Gene Loftsgard reported the new street sweeper arrived last week.  

Mr. Loftsgard said there is a city in Minnesota that is interested in purchasing the 2000 Elgin 

Geovac; he is estimating a sale price of $15,000, which includes approximately $5,000 in extra 

parts.  It was moved by Mr. Young and seconded by Mr. Sieben to recommend the City Council 

approve the sale of the 2000 Elgin Geovac.  All members present voted in favor thereof; 

Chairperson West declared the motion carried. 

 

Mr. Ziegelmann reported the new Lessard lift station is now operating.  The contractor, Spruce 

Valley is now working on decommissioning the existing Alco lift station and the Lessard lift 

station this week.  It is anticipated that the generator pad will be poured at the Lessard lift station 

this week as well. 

 

Electric Pump was here last week because the pump at 5
th

 Street and McHugh Avenue is failing.  

Options how to correct this problem are being considered; one option is to run a gravity line 

from that lift station to 4
th

 Street which would then utilize the 3
rd

 Street lift station pump.  If that 

is not a possibility, the lift station will have to be replaced. 

 

The Street Department is continuing to work on tree removal.  Administrator Ziegelmann said 

next week they plan to start grading alleys again as the office has received several complaints 

about the condition of the alleys. 

 

Water Superintendent Ken Miskavige reported a motor has been replaced on one of the plant’s 

high service pumps and now the pump failed.  Watersmith has pulled the pump and will be 

bringing a new one.  He said the other pump is original and may require replacement also.  The 

Water Department is getting ready to move out of the office by the end of the week so they can 

start demo in that area.  The new bathrooms and locker rooms are operational. The number 3 

filter is done except for the sandblasting and painting; that should take about one month.  There 

has been some change with the electrical contractor on the project.  Kieley Electric is now taking 

care of the project and they are getting caught up on the work left undone by the former electrical 

contractor.  Mr. Miskavige said that will be good for the City as Kieley Electric will be familiar 

with the project when electrical work is necessary after the project is complete.  The deadline of 

the completion of the Water Plant renovations is December 31
st
 and everything is currently on 

schedule. 

 

Water Department Superintendent Miskavige explained the homes in the area of 4
th

 Street West 

were experiencing low water pressure and found the water line was leaking directly into a hole in 

the wastewater line prior to the curb stop.  They estimate 30,000 to 40,000 gallons of water was 

lost per day.  Each home has its own service line now with each of their own curb stops.   

 

Ken Miskavige has submitted his retirement resignation and thanked all the people he has 

worked with for the last 39 years.  He said he was very grateful to be given the opportunity to 

have the jobs with the Grafton Water Department.  Grafton is a great place to raise kids and 



Grafton was very good to him.  He added that he feels bad leaving in the middle of the water 

plant project but he is confident that the Mayor, Nick Ziegelmann and the staff will oversee 

everything.  He again thanked all current and former employees he has worked with and added 

that the staff on hand now are second to none as the City has really good people in place.  He 

encouraged the Council members to do what is needed to keep good employees.   Mr. Miskavige 

thanked the Record and KXPO for their help in notifying people of any issues with water as they 

were excellent to work with also. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

It was moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Mr. Sieben and carried to adjourn the meeting. 

 

   * * * * * * * * * * 

 

 

    ______________________________ 

Chris West, Chairperson 

 

__________________________________ 

Connie A. Johnson, City Auditor 


