
CITY OF GRAFTON 

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE 

MEETING OF APRIL 4, 2016 

 

The regular meeting of the Ways and Means Committee of the City of Grafton was held in the 

Council Chambers, City Hall, Grafton, North Dakota at 5:30 p.m. Monday, April 4, 2016. 

 

Chairperson Chris West presided.  Members present:  Dave Fellman, Don Hutson, Mary Stark, and 

Greg Young.  Others present:  Brian Sieben, Chris Lipsh, Shane Mohn, Nick Ziegelmann, Tony 

Dumas, Ken Miskavige, Lyle Niemann, Gene Loftsgard, Mike Leighton, Mike Steinfeldt, Ryan 

Johnston, and Todd Kjelland. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

Mike Leighton and Mike Steinfeldt presented their request to amend City ordinance to permit bees 

within the City limits.  Mr. Leighton provided printed information to the Committee explaining that 

bees benefit fruit trees, flowers and vegetable gardens as they are a critical part of the ecology.  The 

bees he wants to work with in Grafton are not hornets, wasps or yellow jackets and he does not 

want to create a commercial bee hive yard.  He said last year he was not aware of the City ordinance 

prohibiting bees within City limits so he had a bee hive in his yard on the southend, two in the park, 

and two by Oakwood.  He has heard from many people they had a record year for apples and 

gardens last summer.  Chairperson West said his thought on bees is if they travel a 2 to 3 mile 

radius to pollinate then they could be located outside the City limits and the City would still be 

pollinated by bees, therefore he does not think it is necessary to change the ordinance to house bees 

in town.  Mr. Leighton said his research found that the more aggressive wild bees would be in town 

if these bee hives are not present.  Mr. Hutson said he does not want to see any bee hives within a 

block of a playground.  Mr. Mohn said he has talked with approximately 35 citizens of Grafton and 

they are all opposed to having bees in town and he thinks Mr. Leighton would have to actively work 

to change public perception of bees before the City should consider changing the ordinance.  Other 

members agreed that they have heard the same thing from the general public.  Mr. Leighton was 

encouraged to write an article for the newspaper in an attempt to educate the citizens about bees, but 

at this time members could not, considering constituents opinion, support changing the ordinance to 

permit bees within City limits.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

It was moved by Mr. Young and seconded by Ms. Stark to approve the updated Equipment Rental 

Rate list as prepared and submitted by Gene Loftsgard, Equipment Mechanic.  All members were 

present and voted in favor thereof; Chairperson West declared the motion carried. 

 

The Board of Equalization meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 12
th

 at 5:30 pm. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

It was moved by Mr. Young, seconded by Mr. Hutson and carried to adjourn the meeting. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

       ________________________________ 

       Chris West, Chairperson 

___________________________________ 

Connie A. Johnson, City Auditor-Treasurer 


