
CITY OF GRAFTON 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMITTEE 

MEETING OF APRIL 4, 2016 

 

The regular meeting of the Public Utilities Committee of the City of Grafton was held in the 
Council Chambers, City Hall, Grafton, North Dakota immediately following the 5:30 p.m. Ways 
and Means Committee meeting, Monday, April 4, 2016.   
 
Chairperson West presided.  Members present: Chris Lipsh, Shane Mohn, and Brian Sieben.  
Member absent:  Len Wysocki.  Others present:  Greg Young, Dave Fellman, Don Hutson, Mary 
Stark, Nick Ziegelmann, Tony Dumas, Ken Miskavige, Lyle Niemann, Gene Loftsgard, Ryan 
Johnston, and Todd Kjelland.  
 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 

It was moved by Mr. Lipsh and seconded by Mr. Sieben to accept and order filed the Balance 
Sheets, Income and Expense Statements, and subsidiary reports for all Enterprise Funds for the 
month ending February, 2016.  All members present voted in favor thereof; Chairperson West 
declared the motion carried. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Police Chief Dumas reported North Valley Vocational and Technology Auto Mechanic School 
has inspected the 2010 Impala Police vehicle, replaced some parts, and returned it to the Police 
Department.  Chief Dumas requested permission that the 2006 Impala Police vehicle be given to 
the Vo-Tech Auto Mechanic School to use for learning.  Chairperson West said the vehicle 
identification number should be removed and a stipulation set that the vehicle cannot be resold.  
It was moved by Mr. Lipsh and seconded by Mr. Mohn that the 2006 Impala police vehicle be 
donated to the North Valley Vo-Tech Auto Mechanic School rather than crushed as scrap.  All 
members present voted in favor thereof; Chairperson West declared the motion carried. 
 
Chief Dumas reported while at ND Surplus Property, he purchased a used radar system from the 
Highway Patrol for the new Expedition.  He also purchased 5 in-car video systems from the 
Highway Patrol at a cost of $50 each; they are about $4,000 each new.   
 
Gene Loftsgard, equipment mechanic, reported he has been working on the steamers as there 
have been a few issues with them and on a truck that has been causing trouble.  He and Dan Suda 
have also been working on sweepers; a bearing failed on one last fall, but both sweepers are 
working well now. 
 
Mr. Loftsgard has been working with Chris Lipsh as Mr. Lipsh had someone who needed to 
fulfill 40 community service hours.  Mr. Lipsh said Gene Loftsgard and Russ Geddes are very 
effective mentors for the youth and he thanked them for that. 
 



Lyle Niemann, Assistant Street Superintendent, reported the Department has spent a good week 
sweeping streets and has probably completed half the streets in town.  They have also been 
filling potholes.  The wastewater crew have started flushing some of the trouble lines. 
 
Proposals have been received for the purchase of an asphalt kettle from Stepp Mfg for a setup 
similar to what the City has now, which will have a 40 gallon hot mix tank for $28,617.60, and 
from Patch King with the tac oil kettle for $40,470.  City Administrator Ziegelmann reported the 
Street Department staff was prepping equipment when they discovered the old kettle is 
beginning to rust through and is irreparable.  On recommendation of the Street Department, it 
was moved by Mr. Lipsh, and seconded by Mr. Sieben to recommend the City Council approve 
the proposal from Stepp Mfg. for $28,617.60.  All members present voted in favor thereof; 
Chairperson West declared the motion carried. 
 
Ed Pavlish from the North Dakota Department of Transportation has informed the City that the 
Construction Pavement Repair (CPR) project for Highway 81 North from Highway 17 to the 
bridge is scheduled to be bid March 17, 2017.  The preliminary project estimate is $500,000; the 
City’s share would be 10% of that.  This project is to repair the Highway and upgrade the 
sidewalk corners to the most recent design. 
 
Spring Clean Up is scheduled for May 2-6.  City Clean Up with the Senior Class is scheduled for 
April 27th or 28th, weather pending; Arbor Day will be held in conjunction with City Clean Up. 
 
Water Superintendent Ken Miskavige reported there was a water break at 4th Street and Western 
Avenue the end of last month; they spent about 11 hours in the area.  There was a piece of 
ductile iron left in place when the water main replacement was completed.  
 
Mr. Miskavige reported the Water Plant Phase III Project is going well.  They will soon start 
loading the filter, putting sand in place, and taking samples.  They hope to have it back in service 
by Friday.  Once they have that installed and on line they will move on to the next filter.   
 
The Water Department received the Safe Drinking Water Act Certificate of Achievement from 
the North Dakota Department of Health.  Mr. Miskavige said staff run many tests and monitor 
many levels regularly to achieve this and commended his staff for the excellent work they do. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
It was moved by Mr. Lipsh and seconded by Mr. Mohn to approve continuing the $100 Painting 
Credit to a property owners utility bill with the following terms: 1) must be an owner of a single 
family residence, 2) Must paint all surfaces that can be painted or reside with vinyl or steel siding 
the entire residence, 3) Partial painting on existing permanent siding or brick homes does not 
qualify, and 4) credit is subject to the inspection and approval of the Building Official.  All 
members present voted in favor thereof; Chairperson West declared the  motion carried. 
 
It was announced the sump pump ordinance is in effect as of April 1, 2016. 
 
The Board of Equalization meeting will be held Tuesday, April 12, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. 



 
Mr. Ziegelmann requested the Council members review the Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan online 
prior to the City Council meeting as a resolution will be presented for adoption at that meeting. 
 
Bids for the Leistikow Park Levee Relocation Project are due Wednesday and will be presented 
to the City Council for approval next week. 
 
Mr. Ziegelmann reported that staff has been working on updating the utility ordinances, 
including combining and restructuring ordinances.  He hopes to provide a draft for consideration 
next month, but one of the policies that needs to be determined is if the City wants to require 
payment of the base charges on all bills, year-round.  For example snowbirds would not be 
charged disconnect or reconnect charges, but they would be charged base rate year-round.  
Another policy to consider is regarding renters’ unpaid bills, the current ordinance reads, “the 
owner of the property is responsible for the delinquent utilities a tenant leaves unpaid”.  
Currently the City is using an Assignment of Claim procedure whereby the property owner must 
pay half the delinquent bill and release any rights to collection of the bill, then the entire bill is 
sent to SWS Credit Services for collection.  If the bill is collected, the City receives 50% from 
SWS, the balance is retained by SWS for the collection fee.  Mr. Ziegelmann asked that the 
Committee members think about the policies and how they would prefer to proceed. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 

 
It was moved by Mr. Sieben, seconded by Mr. Mohn and carried to adjourn the meeting. 
 

   * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 
    ______________________________ 

Chris West, Chairperson 
 
__________________________________ 
Connie A. Johnson, City Auditor 


